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Date created 1975–8

Prior to 1937 telephone books were printed in a 
variety of typefaces.

Bell Gothic was designed in 1937 by Chauncey H 
Griffith for use in American telephone directories. 
Bell Gothic created very readable blocks of very 
small text and is still ideal for communicating 
large amounts of information on a single page. 
Bell Gothic was used till 1970s but new printing 
technology compromised its readabiity.

Bell Centennial as designed in 1978 by Matthew 
Carter for hundredth anniversary of AT&T Corpo-
ration. 

The text needed to be legible at very small sizes 
and be economical with space. An increase in 
counter spaces increased legibility and curved 
terminals helped define the stroke.

The high speed printing process for telephone 
newsprint meant that the typeface should also 
take into account any ink spread or ‘dot’ gain. Ink 
traps or ‘notches’ were exaggerated on letters x, 
w and k in order to preserve the shape in adverse 
printing conditions.
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20,000 LEAGUES 
UNDER THE SEA
Chapter 1 a Shifting reef

The year 1866 was signalised by a remarkable 
incident, a mysterious and puzzling phenomenon, 
which doubtless no one has yet forgotten. Not 
to mention rumours which agitated the maritime 
population and excited the public mind, even in 
the interior of continents, seafaring men were 
particularly excited. 
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The year 1866 was signalised by a remarkable incident, a mysterious and puzzling 
phenomenon, which doubtless no one has yet forgotten. Not to mention rumours which 
agitated the maritime population and excited the public mind, even in the interior of 
continents, seafaring men were particularly excited. Merchants, common sailors, cap-
tains of vessels, skippers, both of Europe and America, naval officers of all countries, 
and the Governments of several States on the two continents, were deeply interested 
in the matter.
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