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late, that patriarchy is dangerously outmoded, that a country
can no longer be run like a family farm. They sip their orange
juice and look vacantly into the distance, thinking perhaps of
London hookers and other daydreams made possible by the

money msh.

"People won't tell the facts . .

But where are the facts? Nobody bothered to write them
down becanse few thought them important. The story of how
the sons of Ibn Sand became pawnbrokers to the world is a
classic of muddle, ignorance, and farce.

There is time, before the King arrives, to start with Round
One,

Round One

Ibn Saud was born, for official purposes, on 26 November 1880,
No accurate date can be ascertained because records were not
kept, his mother was illiterate, and he was one of many children
born into a family in decline,

A hundred years previously, the al-Saud were one of the
most powerful tribes in the unprepossessing semi-pagan Nedj
area of central Arabia. In about 1740, their leader Mohammad
had been convinced by a preacher, Mohammad ibn Abdu
Wahhab, that it was necessary for Arabs to return to a literal
interpretation of the Koran and rid themselves of idolatry and
the influence of foreigners like the Ottoman Turks, Together,
they attempted to bludgeon others into the same belief and had
a few successes. Eventually, in February 1807, their followers
reached Mecca.

At the sight of this torrent of armed and naked men, every-
one fled in order to leave them the street, which they filled
completely,” wrote a contemporary traveller? ‘I watched a
column march past which seemed to be composed of five or six
thousand men. As they marched, some gave shouts of holy joy,
others in a loud voice confusedly recited prayers, each one in
his own way.

Tumult succeeded confusion. One saw them at last, like a
swarm of bees moving without order around the Ka'aba, and
in their tumultusus fervour s ing with muskeots, which the
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carried on their shoulders, all the glass lamps which surrounded
the Honse of God.

“They destroved all the mosques consecrated to the memory
of the Prophet and those in his family; also the tombs of saints
and heroes held in veneration. Constables for the punctuality
of prayers were ordersd to shout, to scold, and to drag peopls
by the shoulders to force them to fake part in public pravers
five times a day.’

Such purity may have had its reward in heaven, but on earth
the al-Sauds were defeated. They eventually had to seek exile
in what is now Kuwait, in order to escape from their rivals for
control of the Nedj, the Rashid family.,

It was from there, in 1go2, that Ibn Sand, financed by the
Emir of Kuwait, led a miding party of forty mem against
Riyadh which the Rashid family had made their headquarters.
They attacked at night, capturing the harem, and waited antil
the following morming for the head of the family to retamn from
the fort where he deposited himself overnight for safety.

Ibn Saud described what happened. 'l struck him first on the
leg, and disabled him; quickly after that T strock at the neck;
the head fell to one side = the blood spurted up like a
fountain, The third blow was at the heart. T saw the heart,
which was cut in two, palpitate like that." He illustrated with
a shiver of his hand. Tt was a joyous moment, I kissed the
sword.'

After the battle, he began to comvert the numerouns wild
tribes of Arahia by sending missionaries, called {fhwan (brother-
hood), to develop an agncultural policy and spread the word of
wahhabism. Their slogan was ‘Back to the Koran and the
Land’, and [bn Sasd managed with some subtlety not to arouse
the jealousy of either the tribes or the wlema (priests). “Yon
owe nothing to me,” he zaid. T am like vou, one of you, But 1
am appointed to direct the affairs of our people in sccordance
with the Book of Allah. Our fitst duty 15 to Allah and to those
who teach the Book of Allah, the slemas. T am but an instre-
ment of command in their hand. Obedience to God means
obedience to them.'

When sobtlety failed, executions were substituted, as they
are today, without trial or any possibility of an appeal and
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became memorable events, “the talk of caravans hundreds of
miles away', Philby witnessed several. ‘In a matter of seconds
after the three men had been placed in position, the first head
was off, rolling in the dust, while the body fell forward with
blood spouting from the neck. The second man instinctively
turned his head to meet the coming blow, with the result that
the sword just failed to sever the head from the trunk as the
victim toppled over. Then a few rapid steps and a back-handed
sweep of the executioner’s sword did their work so cleanly that
the headless corpse of the third criminal remained on its knees
spouting blood upwards, The execotion was over, and the
police proceeded to lash the three corpses, each with its head
by its side, to the railings. The proceedings had been rapid and
efficient, without fuss or noise, and it was only the curious
gogpling crowd of pushing, jostling sightseers that created a
slight feeling of nausea. Faisal (Ibn Saud’s son) remained seated
for a few moments after it was all over, till the executioner
came up to report the completion of his task, "God bless you,"
said Faisal simply, adding for my benefit, “It i3 as well to
commend them for doing their duty, so that they may do it
better next time."™ "

There was ope additional method of persuasion, more
diplomatic and presumably less hazardons, which Thn Sand wzed
to consolidate his influence: marriage. He started with the
Rashids, marryving the widow, and later granddaughter, of the
defeated leader, But he did not break God's law. He never had
more than four wives at a time, and restricted himself to two
new ones a year as he became older.

Fach wife had a house of her own, which he visited in rota-
tion. His own home was run by four favourite concubines, and
he also slept with four slave girls, on different days, as well as
numerous others {sometimes not even removing their veils),
who were then passed on to privileged courtiers,

"He has Christian girls, also. Ask him for one. He will present
one to you,' a visitor, Ameen Rihani, was told. His finance
minister recalled, ‘He once presented me with a Georgian girl
She was brought to him from Buraidah, and after he had enterad
her - one night only = he gave her to me. Never in my life have
I seen or heard of such august beanty,
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‘Her skin — white as alabaster. Her hair - like cataracts of
melted gold. Her lips - red as pomegranate seed. Her forehead
— lofty and glowing like the dawn. I sat before that image of
beauty, like a child, and I lelt shame upon me. I was ashamed
to touch her. 1 got up and walked out of the room. And on the
following day, I sold her to & man from Kuwait for 400 rivals.
Cmly 400,"

{The finance minister did not always receive such perks.
Omne day, when he was in his sixties, he made an error over some
trivial matter. Ibn Sand ordered him to walk barefoot from
Riyadh to the east coast, a distance of 200 Lkilometres. The
minister was away for two days before he was rescued and
brought back to Riyadh.)

Ibn Saud was a good-leoking, tall, impressive man, much
given to dousing himself with perfume, with a virility confirmed
by the numbers of his children but perhaps exaggerated by
stories 1hat he bad a different woman every night from the age
of 21 until he died in 1953,

Nong the less, at least ome visitor claims he could set his
watch by the mounting anxiety as harem hour approached. At
four o'clock (equivalent to nine p.m. - he was on Muslim sun
time), Ibn Sand would finish whatever he was doing and depart
for the house of one of his wives. "What do you folk know abouat
love, who take one wife and then sleep in different beds? Why,
the longest winter night is all too short for me. Even when I
settle down to rest, I wake from time to time to embrace my
companion. And sometimes I do it in myy sleep,” he boasted,

His interest in women being wniquely pelvic-oriented, he
allowed himself to be shocked by Western morality — dancing,
adultery, even dining in mixed company. For years he never
gaw a woman eat or drink, including his own mother, and
although Princess Alice, Countess of Athlome, sstablished a
notable precedent in 1938 when she attended a state banquet
in Jidda, his sons and grandsons remain much influenced by
his attitude. “When a technocratic minister invites you to
dinner, you meet his wife and can pretend you are in a civilized
country,’ says a diplomat in Jidda, ‘but the royal princes

hardly ever bring their wives.'

Their father had strong ideas. ‘Tt i3 permissible for women
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welcome change, and he illustrated his vaunted simplicity with
a remark about the twin devils, communists and Jews: ‘Never
forget Karl Marx was a Jew." But at least he pushed the country
forward although it needed, and still does, a shove.

He abolished slavery by buying nearly two thousand slaves
from the shaikhs for 1000 each and setting them free, Against
strong wiema opposition, he introduced girs’ education in 1960
and television two years later, innovations which may seem
modest in the West but caused uproar in a country where
waomen are biological playthings, and Koranic interpretation of
idolatry iz 2o fundamental that heads are removed from human
figures on imported road-crossing signs, The ensuing riots ended
in deaths, and indirectly, his own assassination.

On 25 March 1g73, Prince Faisal bin Musa'id, a twenty-six-
year-old nephew, walked into the King's majlis and shot him
three times in the head, At first, it was thought this could be
a plot by other Arah countries = Libya? Yemen? = to foment
revolt. In fact, though, Prince Faisal was brother of one of the
men shot by police during the television station riots, and he
was seeking traditional bedouin revenge.

The fendal farm has many shareholders, and those who
understand families will realize why that alone is enough canse
for the Al-Sands to be nervons, the Americans to be protective,
the Russians to be covetous, and the Iranians amused. Tf 1
was in Sandi Arabia, Billy would be crown prince,” President
Carter joked in Washington, an observation which brought a
wan response from Crown Prince Fahd, He has quite enough
mohveai-richs nincompoops in the famiy,

All that, without the additional perplexities of power they
did not seek, authority they do not deserve, and a money rush
with which they cannot cope.

Camels are now racing at Rivadh Tocl . by, lurching around




‘In no case may men and women commingle in the

place of work or in the accessory facilities or other
appurtenances thereto.”
Sauds Labowr Laow, Chapler X, Article 160

Adultery, sanctified within Islamic marriage by the conveni-
ent device of allowing a man four wives, and embarked upon
with enthusiasm by Saudi men in parts of the world to which
they now hawve access, is punishable by death under the barbaric
hypocrisy which passes for God's law in Sandi Arabia. (Some
men still say ‘karram Allak’, 'God forgive me’, before even
mentioning such a worthless subject as women in conversation,
yet the Koran says heaven is at the feet of a mother.)
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year-old son goes to Millfield, T take him to England a few days
before the start of term. The first day he is there, he will not
take off his shirt in front of other children. After a day or two,
he wears a tee-shirt. But it takes a week before he will undress
in front of his friends and feels happy to walk around in shorts,

‘We have worked so hard here for fourteen vears. We have
spent 50 much money. But where have we gone wrong? Why
does everyone try to leave so quickly and so often if Saudi
Arabia is so wonderful? We are doing everything except
developing a society and an environment which is pleasant to
livein,.'

some are satisfied. Half the population cannot be kept
subjugated without collusion on their part, howewver much it is
based on fears of change or the weight of tradition, It iz some-
times impossible for Westerners to appreciate when they visit
a Saudi home that the women scuttling in the background may
have more ‘rights' than a lonely suburban houwsewife In the
West. Saudi women retain their own name when married, keep
their own money under all circomstances, and must be treated
equally with other wives when divorced. If a husband divorces
his wife and wishes later to remarry her, he faces restrictions
which might surprise the most advaneed sexual crusader in the
West, The woman first has to marry another man and have
intercourse with him. Occasionally the experience is more
satisfactory than with her first husband =o she stays with the
second marn.

Surprisingly, even a few Western women find life in Saudi
Arabia tolerable, although they need to have somewhat limited
social ambitions, In Dammam, on the east coast, I met Muriel
Smith, whose husband, Don, earns {10000 a year working on
the docks. They share a house with another English couple, and
have few complaints. *I miss a drop of whisky now and again,’

Giglive-year-ngl Murel, “But Leeckan I go o

hén we flived mvu'pml ga to
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Ay Saturday, It's a beantiful airpo 1
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bookshelves are crammed with video cassettes amd she can sit
watching scap operag and detective films when her husband
brings guests home,

No country overwhelmed by the money rush can afford to
keep halfl the population unoccupied, cloistered and ineffective,
fluttering through life in Givenchy creations whilst they rot
their bodies with chocolates, their psyches with frustration, and
their minds with videotaped American tat, Already the flicker-
ings of emancipation are beginning, discreetly and illegally.
Saudi law, devised in unintelligible legal language by Egyptians,
forbids women and men to work together, but in Dhahran T
met twenty-nine-year-old Naileh Mousli who is an oil engineer,
a remarkable achievement for a Saudi girl who is one of twenty
children. Her father had two wives, and she is the voungest of
nine, in nine years, by his first, She works for ARAMCO and
15 married to a Lebanese who is also employed by the firm.

My father is in real estate, and my mother is illiterate. But
she is very broadminded, and pushed us really hard. She wished
she could have been something and she knows how times are
changing. T am very proud of her. When I started work T was
criticized by some members of the family, mainly through
ignorance. I had a very hard time trving to explain in simple
terms what a petrolenm engineer does. Some of the Saudis in
the field don't like it, One told me he would not let his daughter
be like me for anything. That doesn’t make me feel humiliated
becanse 1 realize their customs and T know what they think. I
expect some people to be shocked becanse it is strange. A lot
of people, even Americans, don't believe I am a Sandi.

‘I find it tough at times becanse I am given all the opportuni-
ties to work here like & man, but when I talk to my aunts and
other women I have to think backwards, go down to their level
and talk about cooking, raising children, the things they care
far.

“You cannot force change on people. You present it to them
and make them aware, Then it is up to them. I am lucky because
I have been to college and have the chance to know what I want.
I don't like the way my mother was brought up and I don't like
the way she i3 living now. I am going to change that for myself.

‘But it is difficult for a man who might feel the same way. He
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has a role imposed upon him and cannotff]
and tell his father and grandfather that 1§}
male chauvinist any more. If he did that §i
excluded by his friends. That is why Saff]
change the situation marry foreign womdgh
they marry a Saudi woman, both his |
impose tradition upon them. If he martid
he will have peace from her side, If T md|
did not want me to wear a veil, my fatherfl
to insist,

‘Westerners criticize our society, but tif
to understand it. Maybe vou are making 1t
becanse you need uws. But you base ever |
standards. Of course, we have Dettaacn ™
customs of our country qpifass -
circumstances, It is creatighl
Saudi men don't feel comftg™
They are sospicious, unsettleSgey
happen to their women, Well, Y
pay for Western technology.’

The price is too high for the «/g3 F B
retain their anthority. The presidenti) e
Nassar bin Hamad al Rashid, blacklif] o _anl
from Saudi schools for answering B & 4@ question
naire that she ‘loved’ a popular singeg & 4 had tomor |
to another city and change their ident]

In spite of his imposing title, Shaifil 4, 9 not Sctuall |
allowed to enter the schools for whis %, "onsible {h-&
communicates with them by letter ol % g that
could compromise the pupils, althougll S
him of anything but the utmost propricil

He is a tall, slightly stooped man, A fig) L
of padding barefoot about his office gt
Testament prophet. As we talked onc %%
emall young man, watched intently, hiSg¥
quivering whenever sex was mentioned, whickg 8
and he shifted nervously as if expecting the JSG S
walk through the door. The room was gloomy, full TSt
furniture, and there was an atmosphere of fervent piety as

() to explain to me his version of femals
ifnce of fundamentalist Tslam,
' 2 resistance here to girls" eduocation
"t it would be harmful, But when they
i8en, the wlemas, would be in charge they
e resistance to education came not from
il themselves.
B8 ated? Sharia Law ~ and Christian — does
MBnd rirls should be ther until they are
\f arc brother and r. They nesd one
"Bcentration, and if they mix they will not
flds Christianity, I am referring to the Old
s not allow sex without marriage nor the
| T
1 By gitls are segregated. We
To11s to them becans:
. This is the only coun-
their rights. They don't
™ Eierica or the Soviet Union, We
B, et do you think
oy I-Wout of date, and iz going to lead to
. % i ¥esy making the secretary jump like
EOStATEle. W N acear was urbane, amused at such
Western ine. L |
“We give w. % Mom, but within the limits of their
digion. If they v » break away from their religious
wundaries, thr .7 [iit. Naturally, education is a two-sided
WELPOTL. It” F (lsed for the sake of welfare, but bad
RhnsEE N
il R udis, like Shaikh Yamani, send their
_ @d abroad, particularly in the United
i il was poing to corrupt a nation's youth

¥ whole nation by a few people. Knowledge
0l be pursued everywhere except where there
prLarobliquely,
e L nited States?’
St the Tnited States, For the welfare of the whole world
it i5 important that Sandl Arabia's morals should not decline,
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