-

e

Need more inspiring front
B

Burj Khalifa

Vision Tower B o |
Burj al-Arab hotel | "%

Dubai Mall || =




. sanIqisuodsal €31 [Ny 03 UrejLg jo

JIN[TE] 31} SBM JSOUI SUI PILLIOM JBI[AY "TOISIIap A1Sey] ® SeM 3]

UMO INO U0 9] A[UIppns alam g\ “yos Aue jo aouapuadapur

1oy opdoad sjr 10 Bare ayy aredaid jou pip A9y ey Surelax
-gureq 03 Apaed are ysgug 2

1i-

budget and who}

nt in 176 unless there was more

n when

tal without ﬁmt.ﬂatenn_iﬁig_g i

the site is on the soil of Dubai, Sharjah, or any other emi

unio

s Zayed, whose emirate cont
Ty's

‘How can we build a

pL

say
per cent of the whole count

D)
S
P
=
n
Q
)
©]
=
o
D)
-
=

with graphic

.0} PAshL 218 aM

Sunyyowos jou st 3] “Aoeroowap res nof yeym st yeyy asoddns 1,
‘pusLI} YSHLIE ® 0] paIajjnul o ‘usyeys A[qIsiA |/ SONI o1 Aum
Aue ur £suow 1o Jo asodstp I a1y} pmoys AYpy, pue (9304
‘oM jueo AypN, ‘pres Loy ‘pajedmnue Ay syIewal audpoue
a1} jo peajsuy ‘suonsenb wmp jse o) pejtAul uIaq pEY oUyM
dnoif € Aq pajuoijuod uaym passnjduou sem ‘IpOMNS-TE B[R
paunjy ‘rmjstun udpioy pajoadsar s,padez EYS ¢ SESPI
afuex}s yImm w0y winjal o} Sumuidaq are pue peoIqe pajeonpa
U3 IART OUM SIUIPTS V] JO 2211} 913 Jnoqe Jeyy

| refused to be re-clected pr
co-operation from the others.

|‘we cannot agree on a new hos

1 ;
| shall learn by onr mistakes,
| butes ninety




nnpana.l ambations and thc tradc to Tndia. At the

ships svere being hampered unsportingly by the Qawasim i
P %ﬁﬂ!'ﬁhﬁamah who ot only claimed to be descended
m- the Pmphet biit had a small-azmada of ¢ ‘!_?{u vessels and-

witti which, they gnced they wanted:o protacts

N
g

*r:uasﬂmc
!-'1 , Tetorted the Brifish, was an excuse for hlata.ut PITACY.§
DO, in Iﬂug, after the Qawasim tried £o0 extract tolls from f[oreigy
ships ﬂnd then scapfured the Minerva, lu]lmg the crew andiae
eming an officer’s widow, the Bﬂt:::.h attacked with zoog iﬁ"
= 1 w and & detachment of the Bombay Artillery. Thg 7
burnt sixty boats afid numerous couses, but could fi
Hmsim ehief to acknowledgea 1 surrender. Tk
.T'Q't ‘f'lual humiliation. A represt A

e “thie disnlen: e 6f 1




'ahurt ‘becanse t]m pm}r_'tLr Was r'hn
sma.]l dﬁfLElt,
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iRy Ilreachcr -&nd he wm“t‘kmd Shc-mission o HfoRR
i cofigage ‘the motil” e Gratieny of {he Arabs! whum he I
o ‘eonyert tgﬁ‘hn by B prividing copiessof the b
11' ahic. F"I wegs Cglled u on o nlacethe.di Lntmmp
! m} father's Givonr,, Mg sai- wrote ™1 should say
2 YWahhabi, and A npanZesEin dead heat for
: L*:-\Hi.h ) Eu‘rhru Hilor adiad fonrthy” He was
j.y’ v ES “Lt"‘{mpt:ﬂ'ftaﬂh afian, bot tiepired an E'f- 1
i gi t to fi t‘l‘ui*l'-' which m_g!.w: “Ingthe-name Df( i AR
‘ﬂﬁmm“ the Compassionate, Praise -be <to. God” wlm hAts
ace iu he a hle.ﬁ::m 1o his creatnfes.’ 4
: almaritime trige (see Appendix), aft swhich | hgl
gRst Was [I.-Ii'li-.-:!':[i? : srm.m.] States, Enllnm I%Emd
later, when the I‘U_Ibbld.l'lb ai.l.l Frf: Is F’}
“ried 1 aker Lu;lt.un 5 huir! u.th an a3

Wh'i. h Juthwdud rulers, pledged,ﬁ:l beha Fi, :
sucee Ol Qo account

teinforced by stern w*a.rmng as in- 1914, when 2
rtreek merchant Jooked _j.lki:‘ bLmrrung too sncﬁéaafu], Thﬂ pDh
-' .,Iii:ﬂ“:‘é:.ri ot wrotd@migously o the shaikhs saying fwnuki bed
+ dalfogether d is ﬂf‘"hémmr any of wpu were ttrgrint * "-.3 =
,&m‘.  £o foptiene: ts::u in m‘mﬂ don for pearlsior spo
e .;__ tmg mﬂu@f anda 1r




- '¢, whose Seals are hereunto affixed, =heikh Smlter iz .ﬁulggrif".\' oA
N el of Rass-ool-Kheimah, Sheikh Saed bin Tahnood, Chidfed Al
Ahebbee, Sheikh Saeed bin Butye Clisd of Giabiy, SEeitti Sl | '
In Rashed, Chief 6f Ajman, Sheikh Ablools iy Radhiod C et of
Jrom-ool-Kebweyn, having experienced for u =eriss f r 4
erefits and advantages resulting from i msnis i b l1ee b8
rangst ourselves under the mediativn o the Behilady Jt
wsian Gulfand rencwed from time to thig s to this e ors e
ul being fully impressed, therefone, witli e vatse of & wvlby
ence formerdy arising, from fhe proseentien of aur lewd

LI% WS Ry

hereby our subjects and dependants were prevestad 1ol e y-hty
i the pearl fishery in seourity, and WeTE sxposed (U interraption
Bid molestation when passing on their Inwful pocasiots, sovunling.

B, as aforesaid have determined. for omrselvesy our -beici Lo
fdcceszars, to conclude together o lasting and inviglahly peiscn L.
fiis time focth in perpetuity and do herehy agrea to B curse),
o to observe the tollowing conditions.

r"l.

icle 1
’ t from this date, viz., as5th Rujjub 1264, 4th May =5s5
reafter, there shall be a compléte cessation of listilities 01 o
tween our respective subjects and deépendants, and & poteai
aritime truce shall endure between onrsslves and betwien
ss01s, respectively, for evermore.
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J{ “Hmted a It is all very “1].1 oW :Lda.vt to l-.a.'f w
[ should ]n-. = r!fm r_j for water or started .:.chml._, but first we ]:Ia.[i,
B to establish p@.&x Even the oil companies could not explore
without risk to lifed
Thirteen of Shaikh Zayed's predecessors have been murdered
r male relatives. A former political resident, Sir Lionel
laworth, recalls, ‘Some few years a_g_:& the shaikh of Abu
8" dhabi died and left several sons. The eldest inherited. Affer )
L3 Jme years a brother asked him to dinner; as the shaikh left |
after dinner his brother followed him downstaizs and, having |
incontinently shot him in the back, reigned in'his stead. This
| brother was the shaikh when I took over the appointment as
| Wesident and T have never seen a man with fear so written on
his face. I gave him a year at mostto live; he proved me wrong.
| He lived eighteen months.. Hé was also asked to dinngér by &
mther who, however, did not shoot him in Jig.g: back; the
shaikh came upon an ambush on his way home and was x.hqt
the fr:mt The last brother was a wise man and put hl}nfphew
bn the throne, and now the sons of the last murdered man aré
eady maturing their plans to murder the new shaikh.” S8
" The new shaikh was Shakhbut, one of four brothers® by the
% same mother, Shaikha Salama, a powerful woman who kept &
1 palin-frond mat hanging on the wall to remind them that it was
gace their total worldly possessions. After her husband was
sinated in 1626, she made the sons promise never to fi gﬁ
nst earh othr-r Islamn: punis - for l:--n;::in:nwr h @
s : ; _"!mlf-

g
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onth 15 to forfeit the right to paradise and, for this il
others, the Saudis were unsuccessful in attempting to bribé
Zayed with £30 million to sell put to them on the Buraimi di
pute, and it took longer than anticipated to depose his brothe:
forty years.
At first, there was little problem. Life continued in the same
eagre way as it had for centuries. Abu Dhabi, with a popula-
ion of 15000 most of whom lived in barasiis, had a small in-
come from the sale of postage stamps. The British raised an §
my, the Trucial Oman Scouts, mostly rejects from Aden who

@ murdered their first commanding officer and sold.their weapons

started in-1956.with £381000 provided by

Then, in 1962, 01l was discovered.

Shakhbut, soon overwhelmed with money
any. He crammed it in boxes under his iron beds
persuaded to use a bank deposit he demanded to count the notes
after a week and was flabbergasted to discover he was paid

terest. He thought it was some form of prank. On holiday in
® London, he ran out of cash and sent his secretary back to Abu
Dhabi for another sack of rupees. ‘Why didn’'t he write a
l:heque?" asked the bank manager. ‘He did,” replied the secre- §
tary. ‘I've brought it with me." In Paris in 1960, he was
astounded to be told by his hotel that they would not accept
rupees in settlement of the bill.

Sir Hugh Boustead was sent from Oman to encourage a more

¢ positive attitude to development, without much success as only

one scheme was accomplished during his three and a half years.

This was for piping water from the interior. Shakhbut refused
o commission an initial survey because of the expense — he
“knew where the water was, he said. And he was correet — so a
respected American firm who had completed similar work inj
Kuwait were asked to tender for the £1 million contract. Un-
happily they were not warned of Shakhbut’s aversion to signing
his name to anything that resembled a contract. When one of
their directors brought a legitimate letter of intent for signa-
ture, Shakhbut tore it up, handed back the pieces, and declared,
“You are trj,rmg to trick me.’

oo cdtiddisl 2auliageiyas then suge Hauing




Hugh f 11? n.qmst R.lt} Ltj tac tfull}r to Pmlmrrs, wa
‘gentleman of eminence and integrity not connected with the
firm’',
Alas, they could think of no one until a director remembered
that his father, who w
mobile Association, ha
job in Brtain. What wa .
\ became chairman gro ¢ and went to Abu Dhabi. ‘Sh: Jnljhut
| and I got on well,” he recalls. “He saidy “E #nt a bedoi.' All my
people are bedou. We are accustomed to living with a camel, on
' a goat, in the desert. If we spend this money it is E,mnrr to rminy
v people and they are not going tolike it.” s
iright. The character of the people has change
the worse.’ .
Nevertheless Shakhbut had to go. It was no use having a
‘miser as ruler of a fabulously wealthy country. His income was §
pproaching £30 million a year and by 1966 he had spent only #§
ft1-75 million. He was even niggardly about paying for his own |}

raged by the Bntlsh

fwas nﬂﬂb&m&h&i’u toa peace ] vartw of Iii&"‘hmther
‘olonel Wilson h:_]pr:.d in the PI"LT!J'].II‘IE’ ‘I *l.mu]d not allow tht.




was a Louis Quinze chair. He ﬂhvmuslj,r sa.t lnukmg air hIIHSBH
around the room. And there were tins and tins of maneyrsnme of
it nested in by mice and rats.’ '

Zayed spoke to his brother on the telephone for an hour;
apologized for the inconvenience and said he had no real alter-
native.. Four hours later an RAF Pembroke was taking
shakhbut on the exile route to Bahrain and then London,
where he lived in'a Kensington mews house for a few months
before returning quietly to Al Ain where he now libes con- |
tentedly, some say smugly, watching the money rush and its
problems pass by. For weeks after the coup Zayed did not dare
tell his mother what had happened. When at last he was |f
courageous enough to do so she thought he was joking and
refused to be convinced he was telling the truth. The subject
was never raised again.

The coup coincided with British withdrawal from Aden and
the establishment of a new military headquarters in Bahrain.
Forces there and in Sharjah were doubled to six thousand but
soldiers were told to be discreet and forbidden to wear uniforms

3 off duty lest they encouraged anti-imperialist thoughts. There
were worried murmurings amongst Gulf shaikhs that the fashion
for Arab nationalism and Britain’s declining status might com- .
bine to leave them stranded without ‘protection’, vulners
innocents in a world full of muggers. \

Do not worry, said their ex-officio nursemaid, Britain's defenc?
minister Denis Healey, who understood ‘the real risk in the Gulf
is that much of the oil is produced in tiny countries which can
not protect themselves and which, if we left, might be the
subject of an attack by three at least of their neighbouring
large countries going in together’.

It would also, he added, result in millions of unemployed in
Britain, although such a parochial consideration would not

8 influence him. “The risk at the moment is that a disorderly




In the ELEues Elll]}"l Wis e :maJl enclave of semi- ht;ra'e trad-
€18, AN estors
Abu Dhabi in IE
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Those who lost and tr«i umilv :

A wide, open sewer euphemistically called a creek Séparated
/ithe town from a rival village, Deira, which had bee
yja hundred years earlier by merchanis seeking refuge from a
iplague in Dubais There had been continual arguments abou b
I who shonld colleet Customs revenue from the diioms which navi
eated the creek so, one day in Ig3g, Shaikh Rashid of Dub
l accepted an invitation to dinner and ordered his men to attack
fluring the festivities when his hosts were unprepared. He later
C ' ty as a necessary preventive
: if he had not done it to them, they would have done it




h RHashid succeeded his fathér as miler in 1958, although
act been in control for the previous seventeen years,
g o de p Dubai with a shrewdness which has mad
of the o vdpected rulers in the Gulf. He borrow

oo o froon. Kuwait in 161 to dredge and naorow the oree
the water flowed faster, and then hemmarried-his daught
am to Shaikh Ahmad of Qatar, o ]':-rnl'lnrtr_n_- car collector (he
said to have had 452 at one time) whose Byzantine family
i docile as Pleasantville on a
s wealthy enough to give Rashid

= make Dubal sesm

oy morning, but who v
goond to builld a bridg
b Next, n harbone was nes 1 that four
Berths would be sufficient. He ordered fifteen, anticipating the
iy mted demand that the money rush wo to, " You
ld meser tell him what to do,” says o former British political
demt for the arca. "With Shaiklh Z_|_- A it was different m
fow stern words, and he did as he was told.’

In spite of the developm 8]} ]
when M £ arriv
had few amen anly one ban
as ‘the light” be
afices of Gray, Mackenzie: the Britizh s

ma still a very small town
s office. Tt

1k s known i

v Armen
ric llumination over the

wnse of the solitary el

ipping agents. Customs

dues were |

The main trade was 're-exporting” gold to India and Pakistan,
where its importation had been banned since 1g47. The gold
wis ordered through the British Bank of the Middle East or the
First Mational City Bank of New York (Citibank) and wnas
lecl by M  or the
Swiss Bank l.:r:r|u ation. It was sent to Dubai legalls in To-tola
5 oumees) where it sold for § 15 an ounce, and was then

g gled into

SUp ta and Goldsmid, Samue]l Monta

bars (%7

tnken by o G il wecross the ocean and smug
Incin where the T:l—iru was BB an ounce

A eouple of vears after
fonr mill

|1ir ‘s arrival, Dubal was TP 1'irig
vaunces of gold, watches worth $15-4 million (enough
cach inhabitant with at least two dozen), and 5-5
nillion cunces of silver, Customs duty was 4-625 per cent, pro-
iding revenue of £3 million in 1958, and £70 million twelve

Lo 0

with goods 1%
| jewellery, thers were tc'xhlm frivm thc Far East, tinned food |
from Edstern Europe, rocket Taunchers from MNorthern Treland
routed deviously and presumably secretly to Southern Ireland,
rifles being sent to China, 'pharmacenticals {although everyone
denies any connection with drugs), constrizction and electrical
equipment. The gold trade declined after Mrs Indira Gandhi's
emergency powers, which were in force until March 1977, effec-
tively stopped smuggling although gold is still plentiful and
relatively inexpensive.® Some shops sell a kilo of gald bracelets
a day with a mark-up of twenty to thirty per cent, com-
pared with 300 per cent in Western Europe and the United
States.

Other: bargaing reach Dubai in a eurious way. A Japaness
| electiical company had one million $25 transistor radios for sale
it $1.50. They went first to Tran where they were treated with
actite suspicion and found no takers. They increased the price
i Dubai to $5.530, formed a joint partnership with a local
businessman, and sold the Iot. It was no trick. The radios had
not beel popular in Japan, so the manufacturer held a lottery
{with the transistors as a prize. The lottery raised $8 million —
the cost of production. Ad the winner preferred cash, the firm

o

Bbonght the radios for $r million and would have been
ifind make o modest profit by selling them at §r.50
ach,

Throughout the rest of the Gulf, Dubai became known asa
irate's Jair




| We have not forgotten our poverty. Now we shall
share our wealth.'

W tive, Shaikh Zayed’s status withm the Arab world increased a
rapidly as his income — £2+5 billion in 1978, ten times the amoun §
of pre-money-rush days.

He has tried fo encourage his people to join the bonanza by
providing them with free housing, medical care, electricity and
up to £50 a month for sending their children to school. He also

. gives out bits of land on which thgy can build gimerack apart
ments apd thus join the entref)mneurlal éhte hy renting at]
exorbitafit prices. '




Abu Dhabi, an island about the 8
Manhattan, has a per capita income of £18000, a bank
| vfor every two thousand people, inflation of 166 per ce
three years, and is the most expensive city in the we
visiting businessmen.® That is significant to economists
| American diplomats whose embassy is crammed into theéln]
reasonable '1|:cumnmdatmn they could find: four singlespoom |
apartments on the top foor of a decaying octagonal bu.ifdmg
1§ § identified only by the words Oriental Sun Flower, and egsting:
$60000 a year rent. The British, whose embassy has 480000
. B square feet of overgrown garden in the most expensive area, are |
ﬁ building their ambassador a £550000 residence, modest appa.rw
ently as it “falls somewhat short of the normal standards for an
% @ ambassador of his rank’, explains the Foreign Office.
‘It would save everyone a lot of trouble and expense if all the
' locals went to live in the south of France or Switzerland and left
the place to a few technocrats in air-conditioned offices,’ says |§
one d1p1mmt ‘The trouble is, they actually like the place, Lhcy
¥ B are devoted to this basically uninhabitable Iand.’
That being so, the civilized world is quick to bestow all its
« | glittering credentials, and the UAE has been admitted to
d | membership of the UN, WB, IRC, AL, UNESCO, UNICEF,

]

IMFE,ILO,ICAO, FAQ, OPEC, OAPEC, and so on. Every-
n ‘ one rushes to pay obeisance. John Butter, a Scotsman who

became the ruler’s financial adviser in 1970 after twenty years |
a\: in Kenya (he spoke no Arabic when he arrived), rationed himself

to a maximum of four bankers a day, and saw 437 in two years,
‘It is educative,” he says. ‘I realized then th":t if I did the
opposite to what the experts said I would probably be right.’
But experts provide prestige and the President now has at
least 35000 of them, bureaucrats who announce numerous en--
lightened projects oblivious to the inconvenient fact that omly
one in three is carried out, and have devised a.constitution with
grand-sounding institutions — supreme and consultative councils
— regardless of continuing shaikhly rule. Why, he even has a
British-style honours system, with six classifications.



“We are

I ; : .u_.rt l-‘::lﬁ. an

erican who was the rule iser until 1978. ‘There are lots

ppportunities here, but we r1~:m t want to become just another

haven with brass plates and post office boxes. We want

jor international corporations that can *it.mcl on their own

t and contribute something to the economy.’ Betwee )

: ; i d from 249 to o {

o and 1 hrur hur ast, ‘Sharjah isn't too good to be
e Tt omlv spnds that




. What to do in Ras Al Khaima

transmit c'l:1ln1|.r television pr E
§ the world. It does s like overkill, as there are only twelve
phones, but Ras al Khaimah has
o Its :ll.lrvaI't‘ funded, like many
¢ other projects, ;
mouth of the 5 Shaikh Rs
worrics that rjah hz fimamn
Tran — ha ¥ 3o metres long to take two jumbe jets a
it re? Since it was opened |
trol tower, Custom
v-four-hour duty. At first, thi
i was in honour o t one flight a week = from Kuwait.

"At present the classic Miami Beach law is creeping in. Two
years ago, no one would have given a $1o bet that the Marbella
Beach Club would have a branch here. It didn’t make sense at
all. Yet if is pract:caliy over-subscribed before it opens. There

: for de-luxe facilities like thd.t, and

of tourism. ty

1;::qur :1b::11* th p‘f'c-". Buati

see an oasis, souks, and the waters — if they are not polluted.
'Thn- future? Banks themselves have little confidence 1
They don't care tn ’ruur'h another l'nr:*nnﬂ'.fﬁrth nf hntEIs
.'.mn.l I i

- g
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The rush to respond to feminist pressure has its p
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‘afobbery, adultery, slander, prunu'
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keeps her veil in the bottom drawer t}f her desk as a precaution.

She feels that some men exp

=t =g H:q..__: " . -

1 attitude has made Dubai thc most |
acceptable resting-place for foreigners on the money-rush cir-
cuit, more relaxed than Abu Dhabi, less prissy than Bahrain,

not so tumultuous as Tehran.? There is no religmus authori-|
tarianism — Christmas Day is a public holiday and the ruler

himsélf laid a foundation stone for the Anglican church.
Although expatriate drunk drivers are deported immediately,
-alcohol is not banned and there is a pub, the Rose and Crown,
and a country club three miles out of town which provides :
haven of darts playing, drinking and slot machining for expats




. [ . it i
by /o /]f b
| r '
/,’ o ey
fo B
o / ‘ Lo
! ‘,/‘l\ i,‘

‘ . ‘ ’ . .

L Y N UL I 7
i oty T
TG

#
b L

:
1, “,
K

o, %
/,@ L

I
]
p i

B
‘__i

L

e

st .

—
I

e

*;i‘:f};\s&\
g TR
s



anute-like intentions are supporied by a security
., system which provides the normal vigorous checks on entry
'- .into the country. Only those who can an prove their prime motive!
) s money-making {bankem businessmen, lawyers, football!
ma.hagers} are given easy access, Temporary visitors must leave
passports with airport immigration to prevent them departing
from any of the country's other proliferating airports. The
: Trm:ntwr: is to hamper illegal immigration, the bureaucratic mind ||
being unable to conceive of anyone not living by forms and
regulations, but the result is a pile of 16660 unclaimed pas
(' | ports, and frustration for genuine travellers whose only trans- |
port within the “united’ muntry is by private plane or taxi
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SITung DY the SWIMMmIng pool of the Intercontinental, 1 met
a thirty-three-year-old woman from Brighton whose husband is! |
¥ a senior government official and whose three children were
' away at school. ‘I'm pissed off,” she said. “My husband is told
what to do by eighteen-year-old boys. He is humiliated by
people whu know nothing and are only powerful because of
thei y. He dare nat say anything because what would he




#do if he left ? Go back to England and become a bus driver if
‘lucky. He only knows this part of the world.
‘I can’t stand it here, but I don’t fit in at home any more,
{The only thing they seem to say there is “‘Oh really?” If T tolc
em I walked through the desert the other day and was raped
by five tribesmen, the only reaction would be “Oh really? Did
you know Monica’s adding an extension to her house?” Pro-
perty prices and the cost of food. That’s all they ever discuss.
Well, we have to stay in Dubai now because of the children. We
could never afford the fees if we lived in England.’

It is ironic to consider the thousands of British living abros
because they have convinced themselves it is the only way the
and their children will ever be able to afford an eventual good

ife in England. They assuage their doubts in gin (Dubai must
be the only Arab city where Alcoholics Anunymmg under the
name of the Dubai Clocktower Group, is allowed to thrive)
good w{lrl@ (the annual church féte takes £8000), and Sportifthe
ruler has given them some land on the outskirts for rugby and
polo. There istalso the Darjeeling: Wkeﬂlluh and gelffcan
played quite well on sand if you don’t forget to bring a portable
strip of synthetic turf for the tee).

Life is enlivened by the occasional scandal such as when Do
Revie arrived incognito, disguised in a cloth cap, muffler, and
dark glasses to renege on a five-year contract as English footbal
manager in return for £340000 over four years as UAE coach
‘An offer I cannot refuse, an unbelievable opportunity to securd
my family’s future,” he said, whilst others were more scepti
of the money rush’s real rewards. “Will you really be satisfied

' studying your bank balance and watching those no-hopers
gallop lazily up and down the forlorn strips they call pitches?
asked the Sun newspaper. Forlorn strips? The UAE is building
a $43 million national stadium twice the size of Wembley.
| More serious scandals were not mentioned. The expats are,
naturally, managers. They need people to manage and, as
native Dubaians are scarce and rich, workers have to be
imported in increasing numbers from India and Pakistan. They
are forbidden by law from forming unions and are not allt:_rwad-
to bring their families. As in Saudi Arabia, they are flown home
Mmedmt&ly there is any unrest.
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naturally, managers. They need people to manage and, as
native Dubaians are scarce and rich, workers have to be
| imported in increasing numbers from India and Pakistan, They
are forbidden by law from forming unions and are not allowed
to bring their families, As in Saudi Arabia, they are flown home
unmed:a.telj_r there is any unrest. :

mgmuts lured by the money rush and unaware of the true
conditions.® They spend their savings on a boat trip to oppoi-
tunity and are sometimes ofi-loaded on to a sandbank by
unscrupulous dhow captains who do not want to take the risk’
for which they have been paid. On one occasion, in September
1976, two hundred people died when two ferryboats built to |
carry a maximum of 350 people each but with a total of 1150
on board became stuck in the sand'and weic wen suipiizcd by
a police patrol launch. During the journey, which took three ¢
times the anticipated four days, the sick had been forced over=
board at gunpoint, and others died from hunger or thirst.
Those who escaped arrest from the UAE police managed to
find jobs eventually, For their unskilled labour in the broiling
sun, helping to develop tomorrow’s ghost town and inflate the
profits of British construction companies, they are paid between
£2 and {3 for a ro-hour day, and housed in primitive tents
hidden from sight of the casual wvisitor: The justification,
usually givén over a few drinks costing about £20 in a local |
hotel, is age-old: “You see, old boy, they are better off than at
home.",
Not every Pakistani suffers such humiliation. Twenty-one of |
them dress in kilts and play bagpipes in the Abu Dhabi Defence:
Force band at social events like camel racing. Others make a '
fortune from, re- expurl:mg Hajji Ashraff is one of the richest.
g He arrived in  Dubai in 1960, ‘because general business was good
p here’, Actually, he means gold smuggling although he denies it.
“You cannot ca]l it smuggling because this is a free country.
These days the gold trade is not good because the price is high, |

so I import rice, cement, and steel.” He does not own a car and §
works from a small nnostentations nffice Whan he wicits Lon-

Ao axba e Spread still to do spected
guest. '
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“There 1s nothing fundamentally contradictory about the
Arabs practising democracy. It is not just for Western countries
and we will probably learn in a shorter time than it took the
West. At the moment we are under pressure from local fanatics
— not from Saudi Arabia - but it is clear you cannot really run a
modern state on shaikhly lines.’

Shaikh Zayed knows that. He realizes that when he and his
contemporaries have gone the social changes could be as vas
as the economic ones have been but less comfortable. He just
hopes that nothing happens before that. He reads in the news-

paper, for instance, about the Shah's ‘help’ to Oman. He prays @

that such ‘help’ will not be needed here, that he can keep his
country free for the pure, unpolitical gathering of money.

Like other Arabs, he suspects the Shah's intentions in spite
L of protestations of brotherly love. The UAE has already been
\flicked like a pin-ball when it became a hindrance to British
‘domestic policy or Iranian military aggression. Now that the
Shah has taken over Britain’s nanny role, it must be tempting
for him to covet this diamond necklace of a country, shaped like
a khanja along the west bank of the ‘Arabian’ Gulf.
What, wonders Zayed, does the Shah really think?

‘A patch of sand,’ said His Imperial Majesty, the Shahanshah |
etc., casually in a way that would have given His Highness

Shaikh Zayed palpitations. ‘In twenty years' time the oil will be
 finished and then what? They must see it that way and some of}
j them do.’










