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The letter ‘A’ or aleph (also written ‘aleph) was the first letter of the Phoenician al-
phabet, representing a glottal stop. The name aleph is derived from the West Semitic 
word for “ox”.  The shape of the letter A derives from a Proto-Sinaitic glyph that 
may have been based on a Egyptian hieroglyph, styled as a triangular head with two 
horns extended. Source: Wikipedia
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The capital letter B derives from the Phoenician letter bēt meaning “house”.  
The lower case b derives from the Egyptian hieroglyph for the consonant 
/b/ which was an image of a foot and calf.   Source: Wikipedia
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C derives from the Greek letter Gamma, via Latin. It is confusing as to its 
pronunciation having the “soft” value of /s/ or “hard” value of /k/. Source: 
Wikipedia
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The letter u ultimately comes from the Phoenician letter Waw by way of 
the letter y. During the late Middle Ages, two forms of ‘v’ developed. The 
pointed form ‘v’ was written at the beginning of a word, while a round-
ed form ‘u’ was used in the middle or end, regardless of sound. The first 
recorded use of ‘u’ and ‘v’ as distinct letters is in a Gothic alphabet from 
1386. The distinction between the two letters was not fully accepted by 
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